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movements of those employed, that every thing important to the occasion was in readiness, to be placed in the most favorable situations to secure the retreat. So judiciously were the vessels posted, that no delay or confusion occurred; and every material of the army that could possibly be secured, was brought off.
At this alarming crisis, when the fate of the campaign^ and probably the success of the Revolution, depended upon the Quarter-Masters, Col. Hughes never dismounted from his horse until ten o'clock the day after the order was given; having kept the saddle unremittingly employed for twenty-two hours.
Had not the duties of the Quarter-Master's Department been well performed on that day, the army might have been lost, or, at least, its artillery and stores captured; and Washington could not have been able to make head against the superior force which menaced the city. The opinion of of the Commander-in-Chief, in relation to that service, was expressed in general orders; and in after times was reiterated in the following letter:
MOUNT VERNON, August 22, 1784. Sir:
I have received your letter of the 31st ult, from Philadelphia. My memory is not charged with the particulars of the verbal order which you say was delivered to you through Col. Joseph Trumbull, on the 27th August, 1776, " for impressing all the sloops, boats, and water craft from Spyghten Duyvel, in the Hudson, to Hell Gate, in the Sound." I recollect very well that it was a day which required the greatest exertion, particularly in the Quarter-Master's department, to accomplish the retreat which was intended, under cover of the succeeding night; and that no delay or ceremony could be admitted in the execution of the plan. I have no doubt, therefore, of your having received orders to the effect, and to the extent you have mentioned; and you are at liberty to adduce this letter in testimony thereof. It will, I presume, supply the place of a more formal certificate, and is more consonant with my recollection of the transactions of that day.